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CRISIS INFORMATION 

Prairie Harbor Alternative School recognizes the importance of a safe and secure environment 

for all students. The school has taken certain precautions and specific measures to ensure the 

safety of both students and staff. 

A crisis management plan has been developed and extends the idea of proactive planning for a 

major crisis which may occur. It ensures that district officials working with community leaders 

have discussed and developed an appropriate plan of response which will make use of all 

available resources. All teachers have basic first aid supplies in their classroom until the Prairie 

Harbor Residential Treatment Facility nurse arrives. 
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implementation of Rtl has the potential to have a positive impact on the ability of districts to 
meet the needs of all struggling students. 

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the individuals 
listed below to learn about the school's overall general education referral or screening system for 
support services. This system links students to a variety of suppmi options, including making a 
referral for a special education evaluation or for a Section 504 evaluation to determine whether 
the student needs specific aids, accommodations, or services. A parent may request an evaluation 
for special education or Section 504 services at any time. 

Special Education Referrals 

If a parent makes a written request for an initial evaluation for special education services to the 
director of special education services or to a district administrative employee of the school 
district, the district must respond no later than 15 school days after receiving the request. At that 
time, the district must give the parent prior written notice of whether it agrees or refuses to 
evaluate the student, along with a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards. If the district 
agrees to evaluate the student, it must also give the parent the opportunity to give written consent 
for the evaluation. 

If the district decides to evaluate the student, it must complete the student's initial evaluation and 
evaluation report no later than 45 school days from the day it receives a parent's written consent. 
However, if the student is absent from school during the evaluation period for three or more 
school days, the evaluation period will be extended by the number of school days equal to the 
number of school days that the student is absent. 

There is an exception to the 45-school-day timeline. If the district receives a parent's consent for 
the initial evaluation at least 35 but less than 45 school days before the last instructional day of 
the school year, it must complete the written report and provide a copy of the report to the parent 
by June 30 of that year. However, if the student is absent from school for three or more days 
during the evaluation period, the June 30 due date no longer applies. Instead, the general timeline 
of 45 school days plus extensions for absences of three or more days will apply. 

Upon completing the evaluation, the district must give the parent a copy of the evaluation report 
at no cost. 

Additional information regarding special education is available from the school district in a 
companion document titled Parents Guide to the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Process. 

Note: A request for a special education evaluation may be made verbally; it does not need 
to be made in writing. Districts must still comply with all federal prior-written notices 
and procedural safeguard requirements as well as the requirements for identifying, 
locating, and evaluating children who are suspected of having a disability and in need of 
special education. However, a verbal request does not require the district to respond 
within the 15 school-day timeline. 

Contact Person for Special Education Referrals 

The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning 
difficulties or regarding a referral for evaluation for special education services is Kim Somers 
at (979) 478 -6016. 
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[See also Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special 
Education or Section 504 Services on page 5 for more information.] 

Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other than English 

A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or her primmy language is not 
English, and the student has difficulty performing ordinary class work in English. If the student 
qualifies for these extra services, the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) will 
determine the types of services the student needs, including accommodations or modifications 
related to classroom instruction, local assessments, and state-mandated assessments. 

Students with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected Under Section 504 

A child determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life 
activity, as defined by law, and who does not otherwise qualify for special education services, 
may qualify for protections under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Section 504 is a federal 
law designed to prohibit discrimination against individuals with disabilities. When an evaluation 
is requested, a committee will be formed to determine if the child is in need of services and 
supports under Section 504 to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE), as this is 
defined in federal law. 

The designated person to contact regarding a referral for evaluation applicable to Section 504 is 
Teresa Ressler at 979-478-6551.

[ Also see policy FB.] 
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CR EDIT BY EXAMINATION FOR ADVANCEM ENT/ACCELERATION-If a 
Student Has Not Taken the Course/Subject 

A student will be permitted to take an exam to earn credit for an academic course or subject area 
for which the student has had no prior instrnction, i.e., for advancement or to accelerate to the 
next grade level. The exams offered by the district are approved by the district's board of 
trustees, and state law requires the use of certain exams, such as College Board Advanced 
Placement (AP) and College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests, when applicable. The 
dates on which exams are scheduled during the 2019-20 school year will be published in 
appropriate district publications and on the district's website. The only exceptions to the 
published dates will be for any exams administered by another entity besides the district or if a 
request is made outside of these time frames by a student experiencing homelessness or by a 
student involved in the foster care system. When another entity administers an exam, a student 
and the district must comply with the testing schedule of the other entity. During each testing 
window provided by the district, a student may attempt a specific exam only once. 

If a student plans to take an exam, the student ( or parent) must register with the school counselor 
no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date. [For further information, see policy 
EHDC.J 

Students in Grades 1-5 

A student in elementary school will be eligible to accelerate to the next grade level if the student 
scores at least 80 on each examination in the subject areas of language arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies, a district administrator recommends that the student be accelerated, 
and the student's parent gives written approval of the grade advancement. 

Students in Grades 6-12 

A student in grade 6 or above will earn course credit with a passing score of at least 80 on the 
exam, a scaled score of 50 or higher on an exam administered through the CLEP, or a score of 3 
or higher on an AP exam, as applicable. A student may take an exam to earn high school course 
credit no more than twice. If a student fails to achieve the designated score on the applicable 
exam before the beginning of the school year in which the student would need to enroll in the 
course according to the school's high school course sequence, the student must complete the 
course. 

DATING VIOLENCE, DISCRIMINATION, 
RETALIATION (All Grade Levels) 

HARASSMENT, AND 

The district believes that all students learn best in an environment free from dating violence, 
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation and that their welfare is best served when they are 
free from this prohibited conduct while attending school. Students are expected to treat other 
students and district employees with courtesy and respect, to avoid behaviors known to be 
offensive, and to stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop. District employees are 
expected to treat students with courtesy and respect. 

The board has established policies and procedures to prohibit and promptly respond to 
inappropriate and offensive behaviors that are based on a person's race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. A copy of the district's policy is 
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environment. The district's food allergy management plan can be accessed at www.brazosisd.net 
, in each campus office, the nurse's office, or the food service director's office. 

[Also see policy FFAF and Celebrations on page 24.] 

Head Lice (All Grade Levels) 

Head lice, although not an illness or a disease, is very common among children and is spread 
very easily through head-to-head contact during play, sports, or nap time, and when children 
share things like brushes, combs, hats, and headphones. If careful observation indicates that a 
student has head lice, the school nurse will contact the student's parent to determine whether the 
student will need to be picked up from school and to discuss a plan for treatment with an FDA­
approved medicated shampoo or cream rinse that may be purchased from any drug or grocery 
store. After the student has undergone one treatment, the parent should check in with the school 
nurse to discuss the treatment used. The nurse can also offer additional recommendations, 
including subsequent treatments and how best to get rid of lice and prevent their return. 

Notice will also be provided to parents of elementary school students in the affected classroom. 

More information on head lice can be obtained from the DSHS website Managing Head Lice. 

[See policy FFAA.] 

Physical Activity Requirements 

School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) (All Grade Levels) 

During the preceding school year, the district's School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) held 4 
meetings. Additional information regarding the district's SHAC is available from the Brazos 
Independent School District nurse at (979) 478-6610 . 

The duties of the SHAC range from recommending curriculum to developing strategies for 
integrating curriculum into a coordinated school health program encompassing issues such as 
school health services, counseling services, a safe and healthy school environment, recess 
recommendations, improving student fitness, mental health concerns, and employee wellness. 

[See policies at BDF and EHAA. See Human Sexuality Instruction on page 7 for additional 
information.] 

Student Wellness Policy/Wellness Plan (All Grade Levels) 

Brazos Independent School District is committed to encouraging healthy students and therefore 
has developed a board-adopted wellness policy at FFA(LOCAL) and corresponding plans and 
procedures to implement the policy. You are encouraged to contact the school nurse at (979) 
478- 661 with questions about the content or implementation of the district's wellness policy 
and plan. 

Asbestos Management Plan (All Grade Levels) 

The district works diligently to maintain compliance with federal and state law governing 
asbestos in school buildings. A copy of the district's Asbestos Management Plan is available in 
the superintendent's office. If you have any questions or would like to examine the district's plan 
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• [See policies FB, FFH, and GKD.]

PROMOTION AND RETENTION 

A student will be promoted only on the basis of academic achievement or demonstrated 
proficiency in the subject matter of the course or grade level, the recommendation of the 
student's teacher, the score received on any criterion-referenced or state-mandated assessment, 
and any other necessary academic information as determined by the district. 

In addition, at certain grade levels a student-with limited exceptions-will be required to pass 
the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR), if the student is enrolled in a 
public Texas school on any day between January 1 and the date of the first administration of the 
STAAR. 

Ce1iain students-some with disabilities and some classified as English language learners-may 
be eligible for exemptions, accommodations, or deferred testing. For more info1mation, see the 
principal, school counselor, or special education director. 

Parents of a student at or above grade level 3 who does not perform satisfactorily on his or her 
state-mandated exams will be notified that their child will participate in special instructional 
programs designed to improve performance. The student may be required to participate in this 
instruction before or after no1mal school hours or outside of the normal school year. Failure of a 
student to attend these programs may result in violations of required school attendance as well as 
the student not being promoted to the next grade level. 

A Personal Graduation Plan (PGP) will be prepared for any student at the middle school or junior 
high level who did not perform satisfactorily on a state-mandated assessment or is determined by 
the district as not likely to earn a high school diploma before the fifth school year following 
enrollment in grade 9. The PGP will be designed and implemented by a school counselor, 
teacher, or other staff member designated by the principal. The plan will, among other items, 
identify the student's educational goals, address the parent's educational expectations for the 
student, and outline an intensive instruction program for tlie student. [For additional 
information, see the school counselor and policy EIF(LEGAL).] For a student receiving special 
education services, the student's IEP may serve as the student's PGP and would therefore be 
developed by the student's ARD committee. 

[For information related to the development of personal graduation plans for high school 
students, see Personal Graduation Plans for Students Under the Foundation Graduation 
Program on page 55.] 

High School Grade Levels 

To earn credit in a course, a student must receive a grade of at least 70 based on course-level or 
grade-level standards. 

A student in grades 9-12 will be advanced a grade level based on the number of course credits 
earned. [Also see Grade Level Classification on page 48.] 

Students will also have multiple opportunities to retake EOC assessments. [See Graduation on 
page 51 and Standardized Testing on page 81 for more information about EOC assessments.] 














